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returned in the corresponding week of 1881. The deaths
of infants under one year of age were more numerous than
in any recent week. 

-

HEALTH OF DUBLIN.

The rate of mortality in Dublin, which had been equal to
33’6 and 35’1 per 1000 in the two preceding weeks, further
rose to 37’2 in the week ending llth inst. During the firstten weeks of the current quarter the death-rate in the city i
averaged 35.5  against 26’3 in London, and 20’1 in Edinburgh. I,
The 248 deaths in Dublin last week showed a further in-
crease of 14 upon the numbers in the two previous weeks ; I,
31 were referred to measles, 8 to fever, 4 to diarrhoea, 1 to
scarlet-fever, 1 to whooping-cough, and not one either to
small-pox or diphtheria. The 45 deaths from these principal
zymotic diseases were equal to an annual rate of 6’7 per 1000
in the city ; the death-rate from the same diseases was 4’1
in London and 3’8 in Edinburgh. The fatal cases of measles
in Dublin, which had been 39 and 27 in the two previous
weeks, rose again to 31 last week ; during the first ten
weeks of this year, no fewer than 348 deaths from this dis-
ease have been recorded within the city. The 8 deaths
referred to " fever" showed a marked further increase upon
recent weekly numbers ; and those attributed to diarrhoea
were also more numerous. The deaths, both of infants and
elderly persons, showed a decline from the numbers in the
previous week.

THE SERVICES.

ARMY MEDICAL DEPARTMENT.-The undermentioned
Surgeons on probation to be Surgeons, dated the 4th of
February, 1882 :&mdash;Norman Macbeth Reid, William Henry
Phillips Lewis, William Dick, M.B., Francis John Jencken,
M.B., Henry Ogilvy Stuart, Francis Harper Treherne, Samuel
Foster Lougheed, M.D., John Courtenay Haslett, M.D.,
Herbert James Barratt, Herbert Ellison Rhodes James,
Henry Octavius Trevor, Alexander Fraser Russell, M.B.,
Robert James Fay Ie, John William Jerome. William Watson
Pike, Michael Edward FitzGerald, Lewis Haywood Truefitt,
M.B., James Murray Irwin, M.B., Patrick Joseph Nealon,
M.D., Earnest Octavius Wight, William Albert Morris,
Francis Henry Merceron Bnrton, M.B., Joseph Heath, M.B.,
Charles Edward Nichol, M.B.
YEOMANRY CAVALRY.&mdash;Denbighshire: Surgeon Thomas

Eyton-Jones is granted the honorary rank of Surgeon-
Major.
RIFLE VOLUNTEERS.-4th Cheshire: Surgeon Robert

Hopwood is granted the honorary rank of Surgeon-Major.-
2nd Derbyshire : Surgeon Edward Mason Wrench is granted
the honorary rank of Surgeon-Major.-23rd Middlesex:
William Joseph Atkinson, Gene., to be acting Surgeon.-
Ist Somersetshire: Acting Surgeon Robert Wentmore
Thomas to be Surgeon.
ADMIRALTY.-The undermentioned gentlemen have been

entered as Surgeons in Her Majesty’s Fleet, with seniority
of Feb. 27th, 1882 :-William George Kynaston Barnes,
M.D. ; Robert James McCormack, M.D. ; William Gordon
Cumming Smith, M. B. ; Septimus Farmer, Andrew Dillon
Peyton, James Stewart Wray.
The following appointments have been made :-Staff

Surgeon William D. Wodsworth, to the Sylvia (com-
missioned) ; Surgeon Ernest E. Bray, to the Ametlayst; ,

Surgeon Alexander Flood, to the Warrior, additional, vice
Mitchell; Surgeon John Price, to the Cambridge, vice
Browning; Surgeon William R. White, to the Bullfrog
(commissioned); Surgeon Richard E. Biddulpb, to the
Royal Adelaicle, vice W. R. White ; Fleet Surgeon Edward
T. Mortimer, to Her Majesty’s ship Duncan, additional for
temporary service at the Royal Marine Dep&ocirc;t at Walmer.

AT the annual meeting of the governors and sub-
scribers of the Hastings and St. Leonards Iufinnary the
question of site formed the principal subject of discussion,
but was left undecided. A sense of the inadequacy of the
present building appears to be pretty general, but there is
great difference of opinion as to the feasihility of the
respective propositions to enlarge the infirmary or to con-
struct a new editice on another site.

REGINA v. LAMSON.

ON Wednesday, March 8th, 1882, at the Central Criminal
Court, before Mr. Justice Hawkins, George Henry Lamson,
aged twenty-nine, surgeon, was indicted for the wilful

murder, on December 3rd, 1881, of his brother-in-law, Percy
Malcolm John, aged nineteen.
Percy Malcolm John, who was a cripple with curvature of

the spine and paraplegia, had property to the extent of

&pound;3000, half of which at his death would revert to the pri-
soner’s wife. John had, for the three years prior to his
death, been at Blenheim House School, at Wimbledom, kept
by Mr. W. H. Bedbrook. On December 3rd, 1881, John was,
with the exception of his paralysis, in good general health,
and on that day had taken his meals, breakfast, dinner, and
tea, in company with Mr. Bedbrook among others. On

Saturday, December 3rd, Lamson called on John at Blen-
heim House at 6.55 P.M., and their interview took place in
the dining-room of Blenheim House, in the presence of Mr.
Bedbrook. Mr. Bedbrook offered Lamson some wine, which
he accepted, and Lamson then asked for some sugar, as the
wine (sherry) was rather strong, and he said " sugar would
destroy the alcoholic effects." A basin of white sugar was
brought, and Lamson put some of it into his sherry.
Lamson then produced a Dundee cake and some sweets, of
which all three partook. At 7.15 P.M. Lamson produced a box
of gelatine capsules from his pocket, and said, " Oh, by the
way, Mr. Bedbrook, when I was in America I thought of
you and your boys. I thought what excellent things these
capsules would be for your boys to take nauseous medicines
in." Lamson then gave a capsule to Mr. Bedbrook, and
filling another with sugar handed it to John, and said,
" Here, Percy, you are a swell pill-taker ; take this, and
show Mr. Bedbrook how easily it may be swallowed."
John swallowed the capsule ; the prisoner soon said, "I I
must be going, and at 7.21 P.M. left the house. A little
after 8 P.M. John complained of heartburn, and soon after
said, " I feel as I felt after my brother-in-law had given
me a quinine pill at Shanklin." He was carried up to
his bedroom and about 9 P.M. was found in great pain and
vomiting. He complained that " his throat appeared to be
closing, and the skin of his face felt drawn up." At
11.30 P.M. he died. John was treated by linseed poultices
to the abdomen, white of egg beaten up with water, and
two hypodermic injections of morphia of one-sixth of a
grain and a quarter of a grain respectively.
The post-mortem examination of John’s body was made

on Dec. 6th, 1881, by Dr. Little and Mr. Berry of Wimble-
don, and Mr. Bond of the Westminster Hospital. The
spinal disease was found to be old and inactive. There
were some old adhesions of the lung. The lips and tongue
were pale. The cerebral meninges, liver, kidneys, spleen,
and the mucous membrane of the stomach were much con-
gested. The mouth and lips were pale. On the under sur-
face of the large end of the stomach were six or eight yel-
lowish-grey patches, a little raised, about the size of a small
bean, and towards the smaller end were two or three similar
ones. The heart was almost empty, but healthy. The
lungs were congested, the posterior parts very much so.
The analyses of the vibecra, vomit, and the articles of

which John might have partaken were conducted by Dr.
Stevenson, of Guy’s Hospital, in conjunction with Dr. Dupre,
of the Westminster Hospital, and the results obtained by
the one were verified by the other.
The results were briefly as follows :&mdash;

1. Portions of the liver, spleen, and kidneys treated by
Stas’s process gave evidence of slight traces of morphia, and
the alkaloidal extract when placed upon the tongue produced
the numb tingling sensation which is characteristic of
aconite, and which, for the sake of brevity, we will call
aconitism.

2. The contents of the stomach similarly treated produced
aconitism.

3. The stomach itself similarly treated showed the
presence of an alkaloid, but the extract failed to produce
aconitism.

4. The urine gave evidence of morphia and aconitine, and
the extract obtained from an ounce of the urine killed a
mouse in thirty minutes when injected under its skin; the


